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WCSHC Receives UDSA Recognition –by Frank Taylor   

Winston County Self Help Cooperative received a certificate of recogni-
tion for its outreach efforts to help save rural America at the USDA’s 
Fourth Annual Partners Meeting August 1-3. The meeting occurred at the 
spacious Double Tree Hotel in Arlington, VA with more than 450 partici-
pants. DR. Gladys Vaughan (Director) USDA Office of Outreach said this 
year’s attendance exceeded expectations by two-folds; perhaps, we may 
consider a larger venue for 2008’s Partners Meeting. The fourth annual 
partner meeting hoisted a theme of “Challenge, Choice, and Change: Solu-
tions That Strengthens Farming and Rural Communities. According to 
WCSHC member Jack Miller, the partners meeting offered opportunities 

for farmers of diverse cultures to dialogue on issues affecting their individual communities and create a cohesive team to 
influence national policy. A variety of concurrent workshops offered participants an avenue to voice their opinions of 
“what is working and what is not working”. Winston County Self Help Co-op extends kudos to the entire Office of Out-
Reach for handling WCSHC members’ arrangements and creating a successful partners meeting. 

        WCSHC “Saving Rural America Conference”-by Frank Taylor 
Winston County Self Help Cooperative is planning a groundbreaking and informative confer-
ence for landowners and farmers schedule for Saturday, January 5, 2008 in Louisville, Ms. The 
conference will reflect WCSHC’s Mantra of “Helping Save Rural America” by connecting 
landowners and farmers with service providers to maximizing profits from their natural re-
sources.  Omerio Dotson, a founding member, stated, “We are removing obstacles and barriers 
to ensure WSCHC members opportunities to achieve prosperity. Therefore, we are ready to 
share Winston County Self Help Cooperative’s vision of helping save rural America”. We are 
extending an invitation to friends, cooperatives, farmers, landowners, service providers, and 
other organizations to participate in WCSHC’s “Saving Rural America Conference”. For fur-
ther details, contact Frank Taylor 601-291-2704 or fltaylor@bellsouth.net   

Winston County Self Help Co-op opened four Individual Development Accounts 
(saving) for youth group members. According to Dorothy Harper, “we are committed 
to training and teaching our youth members to understand the value of managing 
their personal finances”. “We are working to instill good spending habits by requiring 
each youth to dives a written budget. IDAs represent a new approach to helping low-
income households that emphasizes both the direct and indirect benefits of accumu-
lating assets.  We are developing long-tern goals of creating wealth in limited re-
source communities”. The co-op deposited $200.00 per child with matching funds 
from parents or guardian. The students will make regular deposits through sells of 

vegetables from the youth garden project. Therefore, we encouraging other groups and organizations to create individual 
development accounts or saving accounts for their youth. We are committed to “Help Save Rural America”. 

WCSHC Opens Youth (IDA) Accounts– by Press 
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Brenda Todd-POV on Money  
My daddy was not an educated man, but lived to be 88 years old and was the smartest man I ever knew.  He taught his 
children that it "wasn't HOW much money you made in life, it was what you did with it when you got it."  There is so 
much value in that statement. 

Saving money teaches children (and adults) that not everything is given to you.  You must 
earn it and save up for it.  Saving also makes you appreciate what you have even more. 

I met some wonder children Friday afternoon...........I was blessed. 

 
Brenda Todd, Customer Service Rep. 
BancorpSouth Louisville 

WCSHC August 2007 Activities 
August 1, youth harvested okras.  
August 2, youth members participated with Kids in the Kitchen 4-H Program. 
August 3, youth harvested peas and cleaned garden for fall planting. 
August 1-3, two members participated in USDA‘s Partners Meeting Washington DC. 
August 4, co-op member assisted a family with estate planning. 
August 6, co-op monthly meeting. 
August 6, members, youth and supporters toured Alcorn State University’s Incubator Farm in Preston, Ms. 60-
participants. 
August 8, youth returned to school for fall session. 
August 9, harvested lima beans. 
August 10, community voices meeting. 
August 11, harvested okras. 
August 16-18, five members participated in FSC’s Annual Meeting. 
August 16-18, member participated in leadership development at Southern University AgCenter –Baton Rouge, La. 
August 18, members participated in “Body-Works Workshop” sponsored by the Mississippi Department of Health. 
August 22, member participated in HPI’s South Central Office project review-Hattiesburg, Ms. 
August 24, WCSHC opened four individual development accounts for youth members. 
August 27, 2007 WCSHC Youth Group held an enrichment class focused on obedient with Sandra Jackson 4-H Agent 
presenting. 
August 30, WCSHC member presented to Wayne County Self Help Group-Waynesboro, Ms.   

*WCSHC Computer Training Classes on Saturdays at the Winston County Library. For more information, contact Carnette Hudson 
662-705-0583. 

*WCSHC Fall Field Day-Monday October 8, 4:55pm at Willie Goss’ Farm on Young Crossing Road in the Center Ridge Commu-
nity Louisville, Ms. 

*WCSHC Forestry Field Day-November 5, 4:55pm-Leon Goss Tree’s Farm in the Ebenezer Community Louisville, Ms. 

*WCSHC Youth Group Second Youth in Agriculture Conference will occur on November 10-11, 2007 in Louisville, MS.  For fur-
ther details, contact Dorothy Harper @662-773-8264 or jeanh29@bellsouth.net. 

WCSHC Calendar of Events 


