
There has been signiýcant progress toward the basic 
goals of the Federationôs various programs - there 
have also been continuing obstacles and problems 
in fully reaching the goals and objectives that the 
organizationôs board of directors, staff and member-
ship have set forth.

The Federationôs Board of Directors and member-
ship have determined that our overall program 
should be focused on the following six major themes 
that should guide all of our activities and placement 
of resources:

Å to develop cooperatives and credit unions as a 
means for people to enhance the quality of their lives 
and improve their communities;

Å to save, protect and expand the landholdings of Black family farmers and land-
owners in the South;

Å to develop a unique and effective Rural Training and Research Center to pro-
vide information, skills and awareness, in a cultural context to help our members 
and constituents to build strong rural communities;

Å to promote and develop safe, sanitary and affordable housing opportunities for 
our members in rural communities;

Å to develop, advocate and support public policies to beneýt our membership of 
Black and other family farmers; and low-income people living in rural communi-
ties;

Å to support and sustain the work of the Federation for the long term by develop-
ing a succession plan, capital campaign and fully funding the ñForty Acres and A 
Mule Endowment Fund.ò

Cooperative Development
The Federation continues to work with its membership of 75 active coopera-
tives and credit unions across the rural South. There were many challenging and 
successful efforts during 2006-2007. A few examples of our work are listed to 

ñAround 1970 Earl Glenn, Lindsey 
Gavin, and I were the ýrst to work 

for thte Federation. We went out and 
brought in different programs to help the 

people in the community. 

We worked hard to build up our local 
Federation network. Even today, my 

daughter Jessica Foxx, works with 
Federation. She is the 2nd generation 

of my family to help develop Macon, MS 
with the help of Vista, the Federation, 

and Mississippi Association of 
Cooperatives. Jet, as I call her, works 

with several different programs. 

Jessica works with the senior citizens, 
adult, and youth initiatives. She also 

does work down at the Farmersô Market. 
It is my prayer that my family, the 

Federation and Vista continue to work 
diligently to better Noxubee County.ò

I.D. Conner
Mississippi Farmer
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