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The President, Mr. Miles (farmer
Robert Miles of Batesville, Missis-
sippi), gave an inspiring report. Mo-
tions carried to accept the Presidentis
report. Question and answer period
on the Presidentis report. The motion
carried that the Presidentis report be
mimeographed and sent to all mem-
bers of the annual meeting.
Executive Directoris Report

This oral report was given in an
informal manner. Mr. Prejean gave us
valuable background information on
the Federation, from its beginning to
its present status including the direc-
tion the Federation should take in the
ensuring years. A written report was
distributed. A copy is attached.

In 1967, 22 cooperatives, which were an
outgrowth of the civil rights movement,
came together at Atlanta University to form a
fifederationo of cooperatives. The people and
groups that met that Spring wanted to unite and
create organization that would lead itis members
to greater access to the information, services
and resources that they had been systematically Motion carried to accept the report

denied. B \, of the Executive Director.
| - Questions and Answers

Mr. Tom McBride was interested in
knowing how to get state associations
set up.

Answer: The elected board from
the various states would work with
the member Co-ops in his state and
together they would set up an advi-
sory committee to work on setting up
that particular stateis association.

Dr. T. T. Williams (Southern
University Professor/Department of
Agriculture) made the following rec-
ommendations:

1. The Federation should bring in

Photos Relevant to Founding: (upper right) Co-op leader Ezra Cunningham and Estelle Witherspoon  experts from the different schools in
of the Freedom Quilting Bee - both were at the 1967 founding meeting of the Federation in Atlanta cooperative management.

and both were signatories of the original charter; (above photos) members of Grand Marie Vegetable 2 Diversiycation of farming
Producers Co-op in Sunset, Louisiana sorting sweet potatoes in the late 1960is - this co-op was one ' . ; .
of the 22 co-ops present at the 1967 Federation founding meeting in Atlanta- member Wilbert Guillory - Exploring the local as well as dis-
represented the co-op; Guillory is pictured in the insert photo trict markets.
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The Federation came out of the South where
economic exploitation and racial discrimination were patterns of everyday life.
The reality was that low-income rural communities in the south were being left
behind in the civil rights movement that was sweeping across the country in the
1960¢s.

The pedgling self-help economic movement in the region wanted to step up to
the plate T wanted to assist southern rural communities to build and sustain
themselves through collective action T namely through cooperatives. For the
past forty years the Federation of Southern Cooperatives has done exactly that.
It has remained true to its mission and accomplished remarkable and impressive
achievements in cooperative economic development in support of Black farmers,
landowners and rural communities.







